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going on,
whole rates of the city will scon be
mopped up in maintaining this expen-
sive establishment ; and I believe the Fire
Brigades Board are also talking about
establishing branch stations in other parts
of the city.

Ter Peeumisr:
insurance companies will stand it?

Mr. A. FORREST : T think this Bill .

ghould be read a second time this day six
months.
it on behalf of the city.

Question put, and a division beiog
calted for by Mr. A. Forrest, it was taken
with the following resutt:—

Ayes 8
Noes 6
Majority for 2
AYES, Noes,
Bir John Forrest Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Ilingwort Mr, Hall
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Locke
Mr. Pennefather Mr. Mouger
. Piesse Mr. Wood

. Wa
Mr. Solomon Alr, Kingsmill (Teller).

Hon. H. W. Venn
Mr. Quininn (Tetler).

Tae SPEAKER: By the result of
this division, my attentim is called to
the fact that there is not a quorum of
members present. Standing Order 39
5AyE !

If it shall appear, on the report of a division
of the House by the tellers, that a quorum of
members be not present, the Speaker shall
adjourn the House, without a question being
first put, till the next sitting; and no decision
of the House shall be considered to have been
arrived at by such division.

According to that Standing Order, the
House is now adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House was thus adjourned at 540

o'clock, until the next day.

[COUNCIL.]
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Tue PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PravERS.

PETITIONS—PEPPERMINT GROVE, rrc.,
WATER SUPPLY BILL (PrivaTe).

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE presented
petitions from ratepayers of Peppermint
Grove, Cottesloe, and Buckland Hill, also
. the Buckland Hill Roads Board and the
| Cottesloe Roads Board, against the Bill.
Petitions received and read.

MOTION (URGENCY)—WANT OF ACCOM-
MODATION FOR THE COUNCIL.

How, F. M. STONE moved “ That the
House at its rising do adjourn to this
day three months.” He did so for the
purpose of drawing the attention of
members to the disgraceful siate of the
lbarn we were in, and the terrible incon-
venience we had gone through during the
last three days. In winter the place was
very cold, almost reaching freezing point ;-
and direetly we got into the hot weather
we were obliged to sit in the Duilding
and steam in it the whole time. It was
almost impossible, under the circum-
stances, to carry on the business properly.
Members got irritated with the extreme
. heat, and he thought a good deal of what
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occurred was due to the circumstances '

in which we were placed, the building
being unfit for the requirements. More
especially would better accommodation be

required if there were to be six additional

members. When seats were found in this

building for six additional members, good- -

ness only knew how things would be if we
had to transact businessin it in the heat of
summer, a8 had been the case this year, He
drew attention to this matter because we
were now at the end of the session, and

he hoped steps would be taken to obtain -

another Dbuilding for the Legislative
Council, even although a temporary one,
until proper buildings were provided.
As long as we put up with the present
inconvenience, enduring it year after year,
the less chance we would have of getting

the matter putright. He would withdraw -

his motion afterwards, but if members
took it seriously and did adjourn for
three months, that would force the
Government to provide a proper build-
ing. Time after time there was a protest
and nothing was done, and it appeared to
him that anything was to be good enough
for the Tegisjative Couneil. He hoped
hen. members would follow him in the
protest he had made, and that in the
future we would not have to put up with
such a state of things as we had experi-
enced dwring the last three days.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT : It afforded
him much pleasure to second the motion
of the hon. member, and he agreed with
him as to the very disgraceful accommo-
dation provided in this House.
believed the President had always watched
over the comfort of members of the
Legislative Council and had done his
very bost, but with the material at his
disposal nothing could be satisfactory.
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comfort, and wellbeing of the members of
this House.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
need hardly be said that one was in entire
sympathy with the desire of Mr. Stone to
secure better accommodation. The difli-
culty might be met by the House arriving
at a resolution requesting the Presi-
dent to take the matter in hand and
arrange with the Director of Public
‘Works and the Government in regard to
the object in view. Omne had heard the
President say that if the Government
guve him £1,000 he would be able to
pyovide us with a chamber for temporary
purposes, which would be comfortable
and convenient; and in his (the Colonial
Secretary’s) opinion hon. members might
safely leave this question, which was
pressing, in the hands of the President.

- Of course, in weather like this we could

not get out of the heat whatever kind of

. edifice we occupied, but the sun was on

this building in the afterncon, and the
atmosphere was almost unbearable when
business had to be done, so one could
easily understand members rebelling
against this state of things, and desiring

. to insist upon having better accommoda-

tion before next session. He was quite
in accord with the desire of hon. mem-

, bers, and so fur az he was concerned

would do his best to see that better
accommodation was provided ; but, as he

. had said, he thought that we could safely

- leave the matter (without appointing a

He :

Not only was the building exceedingly

bad for hearing, but such was the condi-

tion of the atmosphere and the ventila- !
tion, that the present condition of things -
was dangerous to health, and in his |

opinion inimical to the proper conduct
of public business. In seconding this
motion he begpged to give notice that
to-morrow he would move that a com-
mittee of three, or if the House preferred
it five members be appointed to act
during the recess with the President of
the Council and the Director of Public
‘Works, and see what arrangements could
be made for the lLetter accomnmodation,

select committee) in the hands of the
President of the Couneill, backed up as
the President would be by the public
expression of opinion of hon. members
that it was absolutely desirable that the
Government should provide decent tem-
porary accommodation nntil such time as
the new Houses of Parliament were built.
He strongly supported the object the hon.
member had in view in moving the
adjournment of the House, for that was
only a means to obtain a desired end.
He felt sure thut if the President would
kindly undertake the matter, it would be
carried into execution expeditiously and
would satisfy hon. members.

Tue PRESIDENT : Haviog been
appealed to in thia matter, he might state
that after the House decided the number
of members should be increased from
24 to 80, he went into the subject
rather carefully to see where the extra
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six members could be seated. If we
extended the benches on each side we
should take away the reporters’ benches,
and the Press representatives would
experience great difficulty in either seeing
or hearing. It was necessary that steps
should be taken to provide better accom-
modation for the Council He agreed
with everything that had been said by
hon. wembers as to the inadequacy of the
present building. We all knew that
during the last few days the heat had
been excessive, and nobody had felt it
nore than himself, seated where he was
from 4°30 to 10 o’clock, except a shgrt
interval for tea, and not being able, like
hon. members, to go outside and
endeavowr to cool himself. Speaking
personally, he was opposed to any large
amount Dleing spent on a temporary
building. He trusted the Government
would scon see their way to take in hand
the erection of new Houses of Parlia-
ment, but in the meantime, if the amount
mentioned by the Colonial Secretary were
pMaced at one’s disposal, a temporary
room could be provided to meet our
requirements until such time as the new
Houses of Parliament were built. At
the same time he thought this House
should insist upon the question of new
Houses of Parliament being taken in
band at once, because at the very least
three years would elapse before Parlia-
ment could take possession of the new
building. This was a matter of urgency,
and there should be no further delay in
commencing the work of building proper
Houses of Parliament.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY : One
would like it to be distinctly understood
that the necessity for extra accommoda-
tion was not cvontingent on the Consii-
tution Bill coming into force by next
gession, for we ought to have such
accommodation whether 30 members were
elected or not.

Tae PRESIDENT: That view met
with his entire approval. Even if there
were only 24 members, far more accom-
modation than at present afforded was
necessary. Did the hon. member (Mr.
Stone) withdraw the motion P

Hon. W, I\ LOTON: The time had
arrived when steps should be taken with-
out delay to increase accommodation for

members of the Council, and he was in !

uaccord with the suggestion of Mr.

|
i
|

TCOUNCILL.] . Standing Orders, Suspension.

UEEE

Hackett that o certain number of mem-
Lers should be appointed by this House
to support the President. Although the
President was u strong man in himself,
and his power was recognised, still one
thought the President’s position would be
much stronger if three or five mem-
Lers were associated with him to go into
this question fully, and when Mr. Hackett
moved his motion, he {Mr. Toton) would
most cordially sapport him, so that we
should at all events have an mproved
temporary building for the accommeodation
of hon. members. :

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION— STANDING ORDERS, SUS-
PENSION.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved :

That, in order to expedite business, the
Standing Orders relating to the pasging of
public Bills and the consideration of Messages
from the Legislative Assembly be suspended
dwing the remainder of the session.

He need hardly say that, by passing this
motion, hon. members would give up no
right or privilege, for they could deal
with Bills just as their judgment might
dictate, whether thie motion was passed
or not. By pussing the motion, members
would afford considerable facililies for
the dispatch of business in nonconten.
tious natters, enabling this House to
communicate with the other House with-
out the unsual formalities being gone
through. Of course that power would
only be exercised in relation to Bills or
matters on wlich there was an unanimous
opinion. He hoped that at this very late
period hon. members would consent to
the motion. The only object he had was
to save the time of hon. members, and to
get the business over as quickly as pos-
sible without injury to the best interests
of the coleny. A motion to the same
effect had been passed in the other House
and had already been productive of good.
Although this motion had been on the
Notice Paper for some time, he refrained
from moving it until he saw it was abso-
lutely necessary. Probably he would
consult members later on whether we
should sit to-morrow or meet on Monday.

" The motion would commend itself to hon.

members, and be of assistance in regard
to the work we had Defore us.
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Hox, F. M. STONE: It was a matter | taking a decision each time.

of regret to him to have to rise and
oppose the motion, but he did so as a
protest, such as had been made time after
time in this House; in fact nearly every
session since he had occupied a seat. It
was all very well for the leader of the House
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to tell ns that another place had passed a

similar motion, but that was because an-
other place simply flooded us with a lot of
Bills within three days of the prorogation.
H any Bill required to go through at
cnce, the suspension could be moved in
reference to that Bill; but he did not
wish to see a general motion carried
suspending the Standing Orders in regard
to all Bills, because there were certain
important measures to be considered, and
as hon. members intereated in them might
be absent, another opportunity should he
given to discuss the measures with the
object of having the Bills recommitted or

rejected. If Bills were rushed through |

at the end of the session, there was no
opportunity for discussion. Many Bills
now on the Notice Paper might have
been brought down at an earlier period
of the session. Some of the Bills were
promised in the Governor's Speech, and
he hoped the House would not agree to
the motion, as a protest against flooding
the House with Bills at the last moment.

Horx.J. W. HACKETT : Having made

Motion to Suspend. 2975

What Mr.
Stone desired could be secured in another
way. The House vould always express
its objection, and forve its objection, to
taking two stages consecutively, thus
hurrying a Bill through too precipitately.
'The Colonial Secretary simply wished the
opportunity to press through noncon-
tentious matters. Of course contentious
matters required more time for considera-
tion. Since another place had already
consented to a similar wotion a fortnight
ago, and the business done in that House
during that fortnight had nearly all been
sent to this House, it was only right that
we should suspend the Standing Orders
g0 a8 to deul with these measuves. There
would be no chance of undue hurrying,
as the motion, if passed, would still leave
members in full control of all their powers
to reject Bills if they so desired.

Tre PRESIDENT: As President, it
was right he should draw the attention
of members to the position. As a rule,
he objected most strongly to a general
suspension of Standing Orders; but at
the end of the session, in order to expedite
business, it was necessary to doso. Mr.
Stone had drawn attention to the fact
that the Standing Orders could be
suspended to deal with special cases.

" There were only 13 mwembers in the

a protest, he trusted Mr. Stone would

not press the meotion to a division. We
had now arrived at a stage at which even
work in Parliament had become abso-
lutely intolerable, and unless we saw our
way to prorogue on Saturday, taking
to-day and Friday for the remainder of
the husiness, it wouwld be exceedingly
difficult to obtain a House.

Honw. F. M. Stone said he would move
the adjournment of the House till
Monday.

How. J. W. HACKETT: It would be

exceedingly difficult to obtain a quorum
if the House continued to sit much
longer. Already several members had
left, others were poing away not to
retwrn this session, and a long-standing
engagement for Monday and Tuesday
would prevent bim from attending.
Members would give wup nothing by
passing the motion: it merely meant
that pressing matters and unimportant
decisions could Dbe arrived at without
havingto ge through the formality of

House now, and if one member was to
withdraw 1t would be impossible to
suspend the Standing Orders, because an
absolute majority must be present, which
meant 13 members, before the Standing
Orders could be suspended. This was &
difficulty which was always experienced
at the end of a session, to obtain an
absolute majority for suspending the
Standing Orders in special cases. It was
his duty, as President, to point out the
position of affairs to members; that if
one member withdrew, it would be
impossible to snspend the Standing
Orders in any special case.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Spuking as
a country member, if he wus satisfied
that the Colonial Secreiary would finish
the business of the House this weck, he
would be prepared to vote for the mution
to save the necessity of going to the gold-
fields and coming back next week; but
unless there was some such undertaking,
he must oppose the motion. If we were
going to suspend the Standing Orders,
the Colunial Becretary should suy that
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the business of the House would not
last longer than Friday night.

Trr PresiperT: It was impossible
for the Colonial Secretary to say that.

How. A. G. JENKINS: The Colonial
Secretary could say that he would do his
best, and that any contentious Bills
would be shelved.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE : This motion
was not to have been brought forward,
50 he understood. only in special cases,
and there was to be no general suspension
of the Standing Orders.

Tae CoroNral Skcrerary: At the
time the motion was first put on the
Notice Paper.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE : Nothing was
said about any definite time. He was
not altogether inclined to agree with
the suggestion made by Mr. Hackett,
because it was certain that so soon
as the House agreed to the motion
it would be impessible for members
to check any action the Colonial Secretary
wished to take in forcing on Gtovernment
measures. At the present time an all-
powerful minority could stand in the way
as Bills came forward time after time.
If we did not wish Bills rushed through,
one member could withdraw, leaving only
12 members in the Chamber. We should
reject this wotion if only as a protest
against the Government sending the bulk
of the work down to this House at the
end of the session. There were many
Bills which could have been sent down
earlier, which had only been rushed into
this House at a time when members
could give no consideration to them.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
position was that it was very likely after
to-night we should not have a statutory
majority of members in the House to
suspend the Standing Orders for any
particular Bill. There alwavs must be a
quorum to transact the business of the
House, but he felt confident that the
statutory majority tosuspend the Standing
Orders could not always be obiained.
This motion was only brought forward
in the interests of public busmess, so that
second readings, committee stages, third
readings, and report stages, also messages,
could be dealt with, while at all these
stages hon. members had power in their
hands to deal with the Bills. If members
were away and did not intend to return

"COUNCIL.)

Mation to Suspend.

to their duty this session unless sent for,
he did not know that we should consult
them, becansethe members present should
not, suffer by others being absent. Mem-
bers who wera absent could trust to the
integrity of the House not to do any-
thing against the interests of the country
or individual members. He was willing to
go on with the business in the ordinary
way, but it meant sitting for several days
vet, when thers was no occasion for it.
Noncontentious matters could be passed
through, after being duly debated on the
second reading and in Committee. The
only object in having these stages was to
see that unanimity was arrived at, and to
prevent the majority from overriding a
minority, or taking away the rights of any
member of the House, also to give oppor-
tunity for deliberation; but we had
arrived ata stage when it was necessary
to suspend the Standing Orders. There
was no possibility, at present, of Parlia-
ment proroguing on Saturday, unless
every measure which came to this House
was to be dropped. We might be able
to finish our labours and prorogue on
Wednesday next, and there was little
doubt we would be able to do that. It
would be impossible to prorogue on
Saturday, as Mr. Hackett suggested.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes e 7
Noes e 7
Atie .. .. 0
AvEes, Noes.
Hon. H. Bri Hon. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. D. K. gongdon Hon, D, McKa

Hon, J. BE. Richardeon
Hon. H. J. Snunders
Hon. F. M., Stone
Hon. F. Whitcombe
Hoen. J. W, Hachett Hon. S. J. Hoynes
(Teller.) {Tebler.)

Tuae PRESIDENT said he would give
his vote with the ayes, for the reasons he
had stated just now, that at this late
period of the session it would be impos-
sible to suspend the Standing Urders on
each occasion as required, for, according
to the Standing Orders of the House, an
absolute majority of thirteen members
must be present when such a motion was
dealt with ; therefore he gave his vote so
that the Standing Orders might be sus-
pended for the remainder of the session,
m order to expedite business.

Question thus passed.

Hon. C. E, Dempster
Hon. W. T. Loton
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MOTION-—-QUESTION AND ANSWER TO
BE EXPUNGED.

ACCLIMATIAATION SOCIETY.

Hox. A. G.JENKINS moved :

That the guestion of the Hon. A. P
Matheson, relating to the report of the Fresi-
dent of the Acclimatisation Society, and the
reply thereto of the Hon. J, W. Hackett, be
expunged from the Minutes of this House.
He did not propose to say anything,
except that he hoped the House would
pass the motion unanimously. The
matter was regrettable; and however
ill-advised and irregular ‘the question
might have been, the answer was equally
improper, to say the least of it. He
hoped the House would support the
motion.

Hon.J. W. Hackerr: The hon. mem-
ber had given no reason.

Howx. A. G. JENKINS: The proceed-
ings were undesirable and regrettable.
If at a later stage he bad to reply to any
remarks, he might have to adopt a course
he did not propese to adopt, and which
ke did not think the House would con-
sider necessary.

Hor. C. E. DEMPSTER seconded the
motion.

Horx. J. W. HACKEILT: The hon
member (Mr. Jenkins) had not given any
reasons for moving in this direction.
Whether he was moving on his own
account or on behall of Mr. Matheson,
one did not know.

Hon. A. G. Jengins: Certainly the
motion was not moved on behalf of Mr.
Matheson.

Hor.J. W. HACKETT : At theoutset
he (Mr. Hackett) did not intend to
oppose the motion; but obviously the
question referred to should not have been
put. In the first place it should have
been addressed to the Minister in
charge of the particular department,
or to the representative of the Govern-
ment in this House, as the docu-
ment alluded to was an official one,
addressed to the Minister, and laid on
the table by the hon. gentleman. That
was the first point. The second point
was that the question itself was ohviously
gross and improper, and that was the
resson why he (Mr. Hackett) now con.
sented to its being expunged. The third
point wag that he objected io the whole
thing, and that was why he answered so
strongly as he did, because he could see
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it was intended as & piece of impertin-
ence on the part of the hon. member
(Mr. Matheson). Other members would
bear him out in the statement that he
(Mr. Hackett) was not in his place at
question time when the gquestion was pat.
Mr. Matheson had many days to think
over the subject, and he (Mr. Hackett)
had purposely absented himself at ques-
tion time to give that hon. member an
opportunity of repentance. The hon.
member declined to repent, but puf the
question and received the answer. He
{Mr. Hackett) had no objection to this
motion.

Question put and passed ; the particu-
lar question and answer being conse-
quently expunged from the Minutes of
Proceedings.

MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved :

That during the remainder of the session,

Government. business shall take precedence of
all other business.
The passing of this motion would not
prevent any private member from intro-
ducing business: that would be a matter
for mufual consultation. Situated as we
were at this moment, Government busi-
ness should take precedence; and he wus
sure hon. members would acquit him of
desiring to take any undue advantage.

Hor. J. W. HACKETT: What time
would the hon. gentleman be able to give
to the discussion of one private Bill which
would not, occupy much time? It was of
absolute importance that the Bill should
be considered, and a decision be given
one way or another. If the hon. gentle-
man could let this one private Bill be
considered, he (Mr. Hackett) was sure
the motion would be agreed to unani-
mously.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: An
endeavour would be made by him to
afford an opportunity of dealing with the
Bill this evening.

Question put and passed.

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

ASSEMEBLY'S FURTHER AMENDMENT.

The Council having amended the Bill,
and the Assembly having thereon made a
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further amendment, the same was now
considered.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the further amendment made
by the Assembly he agreed to.

Question put and passed.

MINES REGULATION AMENDMENT
EBILL.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENT.

The Council having amended the Bill,
and the Assembly having thereon made a
further amendment, the same was con-
sidered.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the further emendment made
Ly the Assembly be agreed to. The word
*“machinery ” appeared to have been left
out of the interpretation clause, and it
wus therefore necessary to add “and
machinery ” after © mine.”

Question put and passed.

FREMANTLE WATER SUPPLY BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, ob motion by the CoLowiaL SECRE-
TARY, read o first tiine.

SUNDAY LABOUR 1IN MINES BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on motion by the Coronial Secre-
TARY, read a first time.

BANK HOLIDAYS AMENDMENT BILL.
LEGIBLATIVE ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENT.

The Legislative Assembly having re-
turned the Bill with an amendment, the
same was considered.

How. 8. J. HAYNES moved that the
amendment, which merely substituted
 coronution” for *accession” day as a
holiday. be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

TOTALISATOR ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Leyislative Assembly,
and, on motion by Hon. F. WHiTcOMBE,
read a first time.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN cOMMITTEE.
Consideration resumed from 11th
December.
Hox. F. M. STONE moved that the
Chairman do leave the Chair. He regret-
ted to take this course, but al this stage

{COUNCIL.}

in Committee.

of the session, unless a considerable
number of other measures had to be
dropped, it would be altogether impossible
to fuily consider this important Bill. If
it were decided to go on with the Com-
mittee stage, he should have to move
amendments to almost every clause,
amendments which ought fo be considered
carefully. He spent nearly the whole
of one morning with the law adviser
of the {rown, who promised to make
amendments to meet objections raised ;
but all that had been provided for
was an amendment to the effect that
the attorney was not responsible. He
regretted the waste of time that morning,

- and under the circumstances he hoped

the Committee would not proceed with
the consideration of the Bill, which
should have been introduced earlier, and
which, if sent to England in its present
form, would make the colony a laughing-
stock. He pointed out to the law adviser
the reasons why there should be one Act
instead of three, and received the answer
that it was desired to keep the first Act
of 1897 in existence. But that was
absurd, because if the Colonial Office
exercised their right and vetoed this Bill,
the first Act would remuin, and if the
veto were not exercised, the whole of the
Acts would he consolidated. Unless his
{Mr. Stone’s) amendments were adopted,
three Acts would have to be consulted in
order to find out how to register a share-
holder when he came to transfer: and
though the law adviser to the Crown said
he would strike out the second clause, it
had not been done, and the Committee
were left almost in the same position as
when progress was reported on Monday.

. Hewould haveliked to see the Bill become

law, lmt that was impossible in the time
at the disposal of Parliament.
TueCOLONIALSECRETARY: This
was & very important Bill, which he
regretted had arrived in the Council at a
somewhat late period of the session; and
if Mr. Stone were not inclined to render
assistance, it was improbuble the measure
wounld be got through. The explanation
given him as to the objects and pur-
poses of the Bill led him to regard
it as of the first importance to colonial
shareholders. The present law was
unworkable and did not meet cvircumn-
stances as they arose, and the course laid
down in the Bill bad, he believed, Leen
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recomnmnended by Her Majesty's advisers
at bome,althoughthey did appear to make
a suggestion somilar to that which Mr,
Stone made the other night, namely that
the English Act of 1883 should he
adopted. But that suggestion was with-
drawn immediately, because the dificulty
arose that there would be one law in
England and another in Queensland,
Victoria, and the other colonies, and such
a state of things could not be ullowed.
He had gone carefully through the Bill,
and although he was not prepared to
speak on its legal aspects, good provision
appeared to have been made for main-
taining the rights of colonial share-
kolders,

Hoxn, F. M. Srone: It would be im-
possible to work under the Bill.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
present Act was impossible, because it
provided a penalty which could not be
enforced on companies in England; but
the Bill provided that if English com-
panies did not carry out the provigions
of the Bill, they would not be allowed
to carry on business in this colony.
The 1898 Bill had not yet rveceived
the royal sanction, although the 1897
Act had, and the reason why no con-
solidation had been attempted was that
the whole question would be opened
up and the Queen m Council might
refuse consent to an amending and
consolidating Act, and this colony be left
without any Companies Act at all, because
the Act of 1893, except such parts as were
repealed, had been consolidated with the
Act of 1897 and the Act of 1898. The
main question dealt with in the Bill was
one of principle. Hon. wmembers had
heard a great deal of the lamentable
effects of reconstruction, especially from
Mr. R. 8. Haynes, who, by the action of
the Eunglish directors of a company in
which he was interested, had been “recon-
structed” altogether out of the venture,
without any notice baving been given to
shareholders in the colony. The Bill
made such proceedings impossible, by
laying down certain regulations which
must be obeyed under a penalty of bheing
prevented from doing business here. That
was the real principle of the Bill, which
was absolutely necessary in the interests
of shareholders, and the law ought to be
of universal application in England and
the colonies. Why should companies
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doing business here be registered in South
Australia and Queensland ¥ Why should
local companies be registered in England
and not registered in this colony ¥ Why
should there not be local registers of all
mining companies in which there were local
shareholders ? That was the principle of
the Bill; but if members were not satisfied
with it, the Bill would bave to be dropped
if this motion were carried. He was placed
in a difficulty, not being a member of
the legal profession ; and when Mr. Stone
said the Bill had flaws in it, members
accepted Mr. Stone’s dictum. He was
informed that the drafting of the Bill
was as good as possible, and one legal
gentleman was willing to stake his pro-
fessional reputation on the fact that this
Bill was drafted as well as any Bill ever
mtroduced juto the Tegislature, The
provisions of the Bill would meet the
necessities of the case. Was the local
shaveholder to depend on the attorney in
Eungland or elsewhere? We had a law
here, but we could not enforce it. Clause
2 was important: it was the key of the
position ; and if members voted for Mr.
Stone’s motion, the Bill would - be
dropped. It was a late period of the
session for a Bill of this description to
come before the House. Certain amend-
ments could be made now in the direction
of relieving an attoruey from the respon-
sibility placed on him by the Bill.

Motion—that the Chairman do leave
the Chair-— put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . . 10

Noes . .. ... 8

Majority for ... .7
A'q:s. ' Noes,

Hon. G. Randell
Hon. F. Whitcombe

Hou, C. I, Dawmpster Hon. A. G. Jenking

Hon. J. W, Huckett | {Teller)-
Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon, I}, McEay |
Hon, E. McLarty |
Houo. J. E. Richardson |
Eon. g.JMI.BSLune I
on. 85.J. es
e (Te”ar).l

Motion thus passed ; no progress.

FIRE BRIGADES AMENDMENT BILL.
BORROWING.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,

and, on motion by the CoLoNIaL SECRE-
rary, read a first time.
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MINERAL LANDS AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING,

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell), in moving the second read-
ing, said: I have to inform members
that this is o Bill which has scarcely
anything new in it. The Miveral Lands
Act was passed in 1892, and the Gold-
fields Act in 1895. The regulations

which obtain under the Goldfields Act .

are far more applicuble to mineral
lands than the regulations under which
we are working, and there is no reason
whatever why we should not adopt them.
This Bill is made up, with one or two
exceptions, by sections taken from the
Goldfields Act of 1895, and if members
will read the Bill through they will see
that this measure will make the working
of the Mineral Lands Act fur move effec-
tive than at the present time. If it had
happened that the Mineral Lands Act
had been passed after the Goldfields Aet,
the regulations in the Goldfields Act
would have beenembodied in the Mineral
Lands Act. But the Mineral Lands Act
was passed in consequence of circum-
stances which arose three years earlier than
the Goldfields Act, and we had not so
much knowledge at that time as to the
necessary regulations for mineral lands
as we now possess.. There will be a few
amendments which I have to propose to
bring the Bill into line with the Lands
Act and the Goldfields Act, but they are
small amendments. 1 have gone through
the Bill very carefully, and have com-
pared it with the Goldfields Act,
especially the regulations which start
from Clause 8 and continue to the end of
the Bill, and I amn satisfied these are all
extracted from the Goldfields Act. The
only alteration is to substitute the wyrd
“registrar” for ¢ warden.” Some of the
regulations which are in the Goldfields
Act have been omitted, as they do bot
apply. This Bill provides for the adminis-
tration of the Act and for appeals in the
same way as the Goldfields Act does. I
do not think I need say anything more
about it, but I canasstre members that the
whole Bill, with the exception of one little
clanse, has been copied from the (Joldfields
Act. The clause referred to has been
taken from the Queensland Act. T refer
to the proposed new clause, which states :

‘When gold is found in any land held under
a lease otherwise than in association or com-
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Second rending.

bination with other minerals, the land may be
dealt with and leases thereof may be granted
under the Goldfields Act 1495 and the Acts
amending the some as if the land were Crown
lands, and notwithstanding anything eoutained
in Section 33 of the said Act; and in such ense
the registrar shall have, in respect of such
dealing or lease, all the powers of o warden
under the said Act.

This is one of the alterations. There is
a provision in Clause 6 which bas been
slightly altered, but it is an improvement.

. “The Minister " has been substituted for

 the Governor.”

Within seven days after the hearing of such
complaint upon which a forfeiture 1s recom-
mended, the registrar shall forward to the
Minister, for his consideration and decision,
the evidence taken in the complaint, together
with his report and recommendation on the
case: Provided that in the case of a first
breach of the labour conditions or regulations,
it ghall be lawful for the Minister to impose a
fine as an alternative to forfeiture, and the
whole or any portion of such fine may, in the
diseretion of the Minister, be awarded to the
applicant for forfeiture.

We have the same principle in the Gold-
fields Act, but not expressed in the same
words.

Hon. J. W. Haceerr: Hag the
Minister to fix the amount of the fine ¥

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

think so.

Hon. J. W, Hacrerr: Suppose he
puts half the amount in his pocket ? Has
the Governor-in-Council nothing to do
with it ¥

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes,
the Governor comes in, aund there is an
appeal to the Supreme Court.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: Where is the
reference to the fine?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Every protection is given to the lease.
holder. The decision of the Minister has
to be notified in the Gavernment Gazetie,
but I cannot put my finger on the clause
now. The Minister's devision is final in
certauin cnses, and so is that of the
registrar, which is a similar provision to
that in reference to the warden in the
Goldfields Act.

How, J. W, Hacgert: Clause 6 does
not speak of the alternative fine.

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
refers to the forfeiture of the lease. The
Minister shall advertise in the (Jovernment
Gazelte the way in which he deals with
the fine,
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How, J. W. Hackgrr: I am not
raising a litigious point, but the word
“fine” is not referred to in Clause 6.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
regulations are the principal part of the
measure. ‘The prineipal regulations have
been tested by their operation under the
Goldfields Act, nnd they are embodied in
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in Committee,

' owner,"and ‘lessee’ ahall respectively include

this Bill in their entirety, with the excep- -

tion of some few clauses, which are
omitted as not being unpplicable, Any-
thing that is new in the Bill is only for
the purpose of definition. The first
amendment I have to move is in relation
to Sub-clause (g} of Clause 2, I want to
strike out the words “ held under timber
lease nor,” in lines 3 and 4. The sub-
clause will then read :

{g) To eut and remove any live or dead
timber for mining or building purposes for
his own personal wse from any Crown lands
not by law exempted from mining occupation
nor within the operation of any proclamation
or notification prohibiting the cutting or
removal of such timber included in any

reserve for the preservation of timber, and to |

remove any stone or gravel for mining or
building purposes from any Crown land,

The striking out of the words “held
under timber lease nor" will bring the
clause into harmony with the Land Bill,
which I have afterwards to introduce to
the notice of hon. members. The sub-
clause is really taken from the 16th
section of the Goldfields Act of 1895,
which contains the words *“to cut and
remove any live or dead timber, stone, ot
gravel for mining or building purposes
for his own personal use from any Crown

lands not by law exempted from mining

oceupation,” and so on. Hon. members
will see that the clause contains the
following :

The definition of “ Crown lands” is struck
out, and instead thereof the following defini-
tion is inserted: * Shall include all lands of
the Crown which have not been dedicated to
any public purpose or reserved hy the Gov-
ernot, or which have not beei lawfually granted
in fee or lawfully contracted to be =o granted,
or which are not held under lease or license,
excepting pastoral and timher leases and
licenses, and includes all lands sifuate hetween
high and low water mark on the seashore and
on the margin of tidal rivers;"”
and so on. That is taken from Section 4
of the Goldfields Act. The following
definition is new:

“* Minerals’: All precioua stones and all

minerals as prescribed by regulations, but not
including gold”; and **person,” ‘holder,’

' or remove any live or dead timber
. soon is inserted in lieu thereof. As I

any hody of persons, whether incorporated or
not.”

Section 5, Sub-section (), is struck out,
and that which I just now read, “to cut
? and

say, I want to amend Sub-clause (g) by
striking out the words *held under
timber lease nor.” I can honestly com-
mend this Bill to the counsideration of
hon. members, as its provisions are
practically the law at the present moment
under the Goldfields Act, and it will
bring the Mineral Lands Act into har-
mony with the Goldfields Act, and place
it under the regulutions of the Goldfields
Act, which is high]y desirable, in con-
seqnence of the mines which have been
discovered since 1892. Of course if at
some future time the Goldfielda Aect
should e amended, the Mineral Lands
Act will also have to be amended. I beg
to move the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendments of 55 Viet., 3:

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the words * held under timber
lease nor,” in lines 15 and 16, page 2, be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clanse as amended agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 8, inclusive—agreed to.

New Clause:

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the following be added, to
stand as Clanse 9:

The holder of any mineral lease issued
under the provisions of this Act, or any Act
hereby repealed, and the executors, adminis-
trators, or assigns of such holder shall be
entitled at any time, with the consent of the
Minister, to surrender the said lease; and any
such mineral lease may, with the like consent,
be renewed, provided that every such renewed
lease shall be for the like term, and subjeet to
such rent, covenants, conditions, reservations,
and exceptions as may be prescribed by any
Act or regulations for the timne being in force
regulating the management of mining diatricts.

Put and passed.

New Clause:

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the following be added, to
stand as Clause 10:

(1.) There shall be kept at the office of the

, registrar of each mining district, or division
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thereof, a complete record of all leases, claims,

transfers, liens, or other dealings or matters

connected with any lands situated within the |

mining distriect or division thereof, and all
acts, matters, and things required by this Act
to be done, and all notices or other process
required to be served at or issued out of the
office of the registrar in connection therewith
shall be sufficiently done, issued at, or served,
if done, issued, or surved at or out of the office
of such registrar. There shall also be kept
in the office of the Minister of Mines, in Perth,
in respect of each mining district or division
thereof, a register to be called the register of
miaeral leases, wherein shall be registered all
leases and applications therefor and transfers
thereof, and of any shares or interests therein
vegpectively, and nll licns, charges, and other
dealings and transactions relating thereto.

Put and passed.

Schedule, preamble, and title-—agreed

-Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

PERTH TRAMWAYS AMENDMENT
BILL.
SECOND READING,

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
{Hon. G. Randell), in moving the second
reading, said: As there is an agreement
entered into between the Subiaco Town
Council and the Perth City Council and
the Tramwavs Company, and a pro-
visional order has been issued by the
Director of Public Works under the
provisims of the Act, and as T believe
there is no ohjection on the part of
anybody to this measure becoming law,
I need not detain the House by making
remarks on it, except to say that the
tramways will provide additional facilities
for the citizens of Perth to get from one
part to another, and the aiteration is
looked upon as a desirable improvement
in regard to locomotion in tlns eity. I
hope lhon. members will agree tn the
passing of this small Bill.

Question put and passed,

Bill read u second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill pussed through Committee with-
out debate, reporied without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed,

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (amiriwg).
BECOND READING.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. G. Randell), in moving the second
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Second reading.

reading, said: This Bill is desirable, if not
absolutely necessary, in order that leases
may be issued to several timber com-
panies who have acquired rights by
erecting plant in different localities, on
the understanding that leases will be
forthcoming in due time. The main
object of the Bill i3 to preseribe a new
form of timber lease to be granted under
the principal Act, and to regulate the
exercige by miners of their rights on
timber leases. In the southern part of
the colony a different state ot things
prevails from that which was anticipated,
# goldfield having been proclaimned, thus
altogether altering the conditions under
which timber leases are held. Other
minerals besides gold have been discovered
in that part of the colony, and it is
desirable that the changed circumstances
should be met by legislation. Some of
the earlier leases granted to timber com-
panies gave a certain control over the soil,
but the Bill gives no control of the kind,
except in so far as timber lessees are per-
mitted, under certain conditions, to lay
tramways and railways and construct
buildings in order to carry on operations,
Under the Goldfields Actand the Mineral
Lands Act of 1898, the land comprised. in
timber leases continues Crown land ; but
Section 112 of the Land Act provides
that leases of the soil may be given to
timber lessees, apparently to the exclusion
of others. That is remedied by Clause 3
of the Bill, which amends Section 112 of
the principal Act, by striking out the
first seven lines and inserting other
words; and perhaps it will be as well
to read the section as follows:

The Minister may, subject to this Act and
the Regulations, grant lesses of any Crown
lands, giving the lessee the exclusive right
(except as hercinafter provided) to cut, remove,
and sell any kind of timber, or any piles,
poles, balks, or other hewn timber growing or
standing on the land comprised in his lease,

 at the rental and subject to the conditions

herveinafter prescribed.

These words it is proposed to strike out,
and insert in lien thereof :

The Minister may grant leases giving the
lessee the exclusive right, subject to this Act
and any amendment thereof and to the
Regulations thereunder, to cut, remnove, and
sell any jarrah, karri, tuart, wandoo (white

. gum), blackbutt, red gum, or any other kind

of timber specified in the lense, and any piles,
poles, or balks of the aforesaid timbers grow-
ing or standing on the land the subject of the



Land Bill (Mining) :

Jease and therein particularly described, at
the rental and on the conditious hereinafter
prescribed.

Section 112 proceeds :
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in Commiltee.

* ful Bay, shall still pay 10s. per 1,000

I
|

Such leases are hereinafter called “ timber

leases.” Every timber lease may be surveyed
by direction of the Minister, but the lessee
shall pay the preseribed cost of such survey
when required to do so by the Minister.

Clause 10 of the Bill is intended to define

more clearly the mining rights to which *

timber leases are subject. There is u
sub-clause to which exception has been
taken, but I believe I shall be in a posi-
tion to meet the difficulty when in Com-
mittee. That sub-clanse reads:

Provided further, that notwithstanding any-
thing contained in any of the said Acts, a
winer's right or mining license shall not
entitle the holder thereof to cut, remove, or
strip any bark from any tiwber on the land
comprised within any timber lense beyond the
limits of his holding.

It is desired there shall be a penalty
clause, to which there is no objection on
the part of the Government, and I shall
be prepared to make such amendments

as to satisfy the requirements of the-

timber companies. The other clauses in
the Bill only make verbal amendments in
certain sections of the principal Act.
Clause 7 regulates more clearly the privi-
lege of connecting timber lines with the
mein railways, power being given to the

Governor to sanction such connections. .

Under the Aet the Gtovernor can give
perinission to conmect timber lines with
private lines, but the Bill does not con-
tain that power, which, I suppose, has
been rightly left out.

Hox. . E. Dempsrer: Is the Bill
intended to be retrospective ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The Bill is retrospective in some regpects,
and is introduced mainly for the pur-
pose of giving timber leases to those who
are entitled to them, at the same time
protecting the rights of miners who have
found their way into that part of the
colony. There will be a small amendment,
excepting a certain portion of the South-
West Division, inadvertently included,
from the operation of the Bill, and pro-
viding, as in Section 93 of the principal
Act, that while pastoral lessees in that
division shall pay £1 per 1,000 acres,
pastoral lessees in the gold district out-
side of a line drawn from Mt. Bompass
to Point Charles, somewhere near Doubt-

acres, as at present. ‘These are the main
features of the Bill, and though I have

. further mforma,tion, I ghall not further

trouble the House at the present stage.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

At 6-30 the PrEstpENT left the Chair.
At 730, Chair resumed.

IN COMMTITTEE.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendments of Section 102
of principal Act:

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that in line 4, between **division”
and “shall,” the words * exclusive of that
portion lying eastward of the line des-
cribed in Section 98" De struck out. That
would exempt a portion of the South-
Western Division eastward of Point
Charles, near Donbtful Bay, from the £1
per 1,000 acres.

Amendnent put and passed, and the
clavse as amended agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 112
of the principal Act:

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that after ** prescribed,” in line 3,
the ward “ inclusive™ be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 4 to 9,
to.

Clause 10-—Amendment of Section 124
of the principal Act:

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY

inclusive — agreed

: moved that the second paragraph be

struck out, and that the following words
be inserted in lieu thereof:

Provided further, that notwithstanding any-
thing contained in any of the said Acts, a
miner’s right or mining license shall not
entitle the holder thereof to cut or remove or
strip any bark from any timber defined in any
timber lease, on the land comprised within any
such lease, beyond the limits of his holding.
It wus thought that if a man went pro-
specting on a lease, it would be a hard
thing if he were not able to cut a sapling,
for instance, without the risk of being
prosecuted for larceny.

Howx. W. T. Loron: This amendment
would prevent s miner from cutting
timber on any land comprised in a timber
lease, but such miner could cut timber on
land within his ouning license,
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Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes; |

that was the position.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 11 and 12 —agreed to.

Schedule, preamble, and title—agreed
to.

Bill reported with amendments.

RECOMMITTAL.

Bill recommitted for amendment of the
schedule,

Schedule :

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
that in Lines 5 and 6 the words “ hereby
demised ” be struck out, and * and hereby
grant and demise” inserted in lien
theraof.

Put and passed.

Bill reported with a further amend-
ment, and the report adopted.

LOAN BILL.

The Bill having been returned from the
Legislative Assembly with two amend-
ments in the schedule, as suggested by
the Council, consideration was resumed.

Schedule as amended, and title (as con-
sequentially amended by the Assembly)
—agreed to.

THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

RESOLUTION — STORAGE SHEDS FOR
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER moved thaf
the resolution passed at the previous
sitting, in reference to providing storage
gheds on the Eastern goldfields for agri-
cultural produce, be transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly, with 2 message
askmg for their coneurrence.

Question put and passed, and message
transmitted accordingly.

MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY
{Hon. G. Randell), in moving the second
reading, said: I have to say but few
words in submitting this measure to the
House. Clause 2 of the Bill deals with
Section 4 of the present Act, which
reads :

All gold, until lawfully acquired under the
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provisions of this Act, whether on or below

Weaterworks Bill.

the surface of all lands whatsoever in Western
Australia, whether alienated or not alienated
from the Crown, and if alienated whensoever

. alienated, is and shall be and remain the

property of the Crown.

These words are declaratory, but are
unnecessary in this colony, because here
all Crown grants reserve gold to the Crown.
Clause 3 requires leases acquired under
the repealed Act of 1897 to be registered
within three months, for the purpose of
preventing the possibility of leases being
granted under the Act of 1898 and over-
lapping areas acquired privately under the
former Act. Clanse 4 contains only a
verba! amendment of Section 6, Sub-
section 5, of the principal Act; and Clause
5 is a provision taken from the Vietorian
Act, to enable the award of a warden, of
compensation to the landowmer, to be
enforced or appealed from, in the same
wanner as a judgment of the local court.
These are the provisions of the Bill, and
T think they speak for themselves.

" Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Passed through Committee without.
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read « third time, and passed.

METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS
AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

TaeCOLONTALSECRETARY (Hon.
. Randell}, in moving the second read-
ing, said : This is an important Bill, and
affects at present only the city of Perth.
Certainly large powers are sought to be
obtained by the Metropolitan Water-
works Board for various purposes; though
many of these powers are the same as
are now enjoyed by municipal councils
in the colony. Many of these provisions
will recommend themselves to hon. mem-
bers as being necessary to carry out the
duties which devolve on this important
body. I need hardly say the comfort and
convenience of the city of Perth depend
very much on the way in which the duties
and powers of the board are carried out.
It will be conceded at once that the
board should be paid for the water which
is supplied to consumers; and the Bill
lays down the rates which are to be
charged. There are some defects in the
principal Act which it is desirable should
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be amended. The Bill seeks to do that, -

and it seems te be deserving of the care-
ful consideration of members. T do not
propose to carry the Bill further than the
second reading to-night, so that hon.
members may be able to leok into the
Bill and see if there are any powers which
go beyond what can be said to be in the
interests of the people of Perth. I

believe at the present time the board -

have brought the affairs of the Metro-
politan Waterworks into a much better
condition than existed some time ago. 1
believe the waterworks are nmow paying
intevest on the money borrowed. The
buard have inereased the cost of the
water 10 the citizens by sixpence a
thousand gallons; but the board had two
alternatives: firstly, to do this if they
wished to make the waterworks pay,
unless Parliament was prepared to vote
mouney in the iaterests of the city, and
probably Parliament was not prepared to
do that; or, as the other alternative, to
write something off the capital cost of
the undertaking. No doubt the cost of
purchasing the waterworks had been
excessive, and the writing off of a portion
of the capital cost is a step which no
Government would take unless compelled
to do so. The powers which are asked
for by this Bill are to levy rates, and to
compel payment thereof when people are
obstinate, also to place certain obligations
on owners. 1 am inclined to think the
owners should pay the assessment on the
value of the properties. Almeost all
owners of property would prefer to do
this rather than trust to tenants to pay
the water rate, and find out afterwards
that the tenants have not paid the rate.
It will be better if the landlords pay the
rate and depend on their getting an
increased rental. The Bill was introduced
principally to deal with the question of
rating for water, and to remove needless
steps which the board has at present to
take. While doing this, the opportunity
has been embraced to add other clauses
to the Bill. Clause 3 is merely formal :—

Notwithstanding anything in the principal
Act contained, the board shall have and be
deemed to have had full power to make, alter,
and repeal by-laws under the provisions of
Section fourteen of the Waterworks Act 1889.

Clauge -5 is frawed to remove doubts
under the Act of 1896. That Act was
incorporated in the Act of 1889, and by
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such incorporation power was given to
make by-laws and regulations. Section
18 of the Act of 1896 gave the Govern-
went power to make regulations. The
intention was to give power to make
regulations under the Act of 1896 only;
but as that Act was included in the Act
of 1889, the question arises whether the
by-laws and regulations can be made by
the board. The present Bill removes °
that doubt and declares what the real
intention of the Act was. Clause 4 makes
clear certain provisions in the Act of 1889,
and gives power to cut off the water in
certain cases. No doubt the board should
have the power of cutting off in certair
cases, and they are limited in that power.
They cannot exercise the power arbitrarily
or wantonly. Under the Act of 1889, by
Section 22, the board can compel a person
to take a meter, and by Section 41 they
can cut off the supply of water if a person
fails to pay the rate or comwmits any
breach of the Act or of the by-laws.
This, too, may be done without notice, and
even if no breach has been committed,
so long as the board are bona fide of
opiuion that a breach as been committed.
Although these provisions are more in
favour of the board than those of Clause
4 of the Bill are, the board desire to have
their powers defined by the Bill. New
Fowers are given to the board by the last
ine of paragraph 2 of Clause 4. The
words are :

Or supplied to the person on whom such
demand is made in respect of any other
premises owned or occupied by him when
supplied ; or
The object is to prevent a person changing
his residence to avoid payment of water
rates. This only provides a cheap and
prompt method of collecting debts. The
provisions of this clause are entirely in
favour of the consumer: they prevent the
supply being cut off, and enable the
person to take steps to prevent the supply
being’ cut off if necessary. Clauses 6, 7,
and 8 provide machinery for rating and
taxation. The provisions of this clause
have been found necessary, as the present
gystem is cumbrous, unworkable, and
needlessly expensive. Clause 9 speaks
for itself, and is simply a consequential
clause. Clause 10 provides:

No premises exempted from rating under
Section ome hundred and fifty-two of “ The
Municipal Institutions Act” 1895, shall be
entitled to a supply of or to use any water for
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any purpose unless by written agreement with
the board.
Hon. members know that this has been
in practice for sume considerable time.
Any building, such as a church or public
school, can only obtain water by an
agreement made with the board. There
ia generally a minimum price charged,
and a meter is fixed. If the minimum
" quantity of water agreed upon is exceeded,
the water used in excess of the minimum
has to be paid for. That is practically
the only way in which the board can
supply water to buildings which are not
ratable under the municipallaw. Clause
11 makes clear what the municipal Act
leaves in doubt. Some are of opinion
that this clause states what is the law,
and T may say, at this stage, that T have
received these notes from the member
who moved the second reading of this
Bill in another place. Some think that
the municipal year is from December to
December: my opinion is that it is from
1st January to the B3lst December.
Members will find that the same diffi-
culty prevails in regard to the Metro.
poiltan Waterworks Board. We get our
bills at different periods of the year, and
it seems to be only right and proper to
start on the lst of January and end on
the 3lst December, as the municipal
council’s year starts from that period for
the collection of rates; thercfore the
Metropolitan Waterworks Board should
stand on the same footing. Clanse 12
provides for & copy of the rate-book being
accepted in evidence, and the second por-
tion of the clause provides for the recovery
of past rates. The production of a copy
of the Government Gazelie containing any
notice of the striking of a rate is conclu-
sive evidence of the due striking thereof.
The municipal council must give to the
board particulars of the levels of streets :
that is also a reasonable provision, inas-
much as the wunicipal council has to
take levels, and it is only right that it
should supply levels to the Waterworks
Board. It is very desirable to have the
levels of a town or a city for estimating
the cost when necessary to lay mains in
different streets. Clause 13 is formal.
The meaning of Clause 14 is plain on the
face of it. Clauses 15 and 16 are conse-
quential. The board accepts the council’s
valuation, and if the valuation of property
is reduced by the council, on any appeal
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against the couneil, the copy of the rate-
book is reduced accordingly.

Hon. D. K. Coxgpow: And the rate
of the Waterworks Board is reduced also.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
they take in all cases the valuation of the
City Council. Clause 17 makes cleur the
jurisdiction of the board to malke claitns.
The clanse is not necessary, but as new
machinery is required for rating, this
clause is provided out of abundant caution.
Clauses 18 and 19 speak for themselves.
Clause 20 provides that the board may
exercise powers of a local board of health
over catchment ares. This is a very
important clanse, and the citizens will
expect the board to exercise their duty
carefully. A man will be employed upon
the catchmeut area, and it will be his
duty to see that no contamination is
allowed from any spring running into it,
whether upon the land or underneath.
The clause is absolutely necessary. I
would like to commend to the notice of
hon. members, especially the learned
members of the House, Clause 17, which
says:

All moneys due and payable to the hoard,
including every reward or payment for a
supply of water or otherwise, shall be payable
by the same persons and in the same manner
in every respect as if such amount wers
actually due and payable as a water rate duly
struck, and be enforced by the same remedies
and in the same manner in every respect.
While I agree absolutely with Clanse 7,
which wakes the landlord in the last
resort liable for the water rates up to the
amount of the assessment, I am not pre-
pared to agree to Clause 17, which makes
the landlord responsible for any wafer in
excess of that which the tenant may use
or waste, and I hope Mr. Stone will give
his attention to that clanse when we go
into Commitiee. T think that is the only *
one, perhaps, to which exception may be
%‘llifn. I move the second reading of the

111,

(Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clauses 1 to 16, inclusive—agreed to.
Clause 17--Payment of all moneys due
to the Board to be enforeed as a rate:
How. F. M. STONE: Better report
progrese at this clause. He did not like
the way in which the clause was drawn,
lecause apparently the clause made the



Peppermint Grove

owner of the premises liable for all
penalties. For instance, if the board
did not choose to distrain on the tenant,
and the tenant left a large amount pay-
able, they could come down upon the
landlord ; and if the tenant were fined
for using water for other than domestic
purposes they might come upon the land-
lord for payment. He wmoved that pro-
gress be reported.

Question put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

PEPPERMINT GROVE, erc, WATER
SUFPLY BILL (rrivaTe).
SECOND READING.

Horx. H. BRIGGS (West) : I beg to
move the second reading of this Bill, and
before explaining the measure clause by
clause, it will be well to give a history of
the Bill, which will disarm a certain
amount: of opposition that has sprung up
lately. This is one of the Bills which
hon. members in the Couuncil have long
been seeking, for it supports the great
principle of private enterprise in its
best form ; not gWing powers to private
persons who would seek for eapitalists to
carry out an undertaking, but granting
powers in relation to an enterprise which
has gradunally developed, the result of the
work being seen in the district for which
I am speaking. In the early days a Mr.
James Grave was proprietor——

Hown. ¥. WrircomsE : You had better
leave him out.

Hown. H. BRIGGS: T am not going to
speak much of him, except so far as
doing so will explain the history of the
Bill. Mr. James Grave, the proprietor
at Osborne, set up for himself a 4-horse
power pump and found he had a large
supply of water; and we all know the
extraordinary development that has taken

lace in the last four or five years at

laremont, Coitesloe, Cottesloe Beach,
and Buckland Hill. Mr. James Grave
thought he would supply water to his
neighbours, but not as a philanthropist,
and I may say he is a gentleman who has
a mosgt astute mind. He has what we
may almost call a promoter's intellect.
He sees present capabilities, and he has a
large imugination which enables him to
bridge over a vast space and to perceive
glorious results at the end. Men of this
kind, who do not go step by step, and are
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not animated by caution and prudence,
are the sort of men who come to grief.
Mr. James Grave is paying for this, and
I was almost about to say he is notorious
on that account.” I will give the history
of the thing. He enlarged his pumps
and the reticulation, and supplied his
neighbours. To do that he had to obtain
help from the capitalist, and he received
that aid from one of the best specimens
of Western Australian colonists, Mr.
William Dalgety Moore. Looking at the
hon. members around me, I need say no
more of Mr. William Dalgety Moore's
character, for his probity and his position
in the ¢olony are so well known. Mr.
William Dalgety Moore stepped in as a
capitalist, and was gradually lured on
until he found himself in possession
of the waterworks, with 13 miles of
mains, 2 shafts, 8 drives, a 63-horse
power engine, a 44-horse power engine,
an B85-horse power engine, boiler, tanks,
and all appliances, for waterworks
with a capacity to supply half-a-
million gallons of water per day. Then,
as Mr. James Grave stated himself—
I suppose they are commercial words—
“it burst himup.” Mr. William Dalgety
Moore is now the owner of this plant.
Before he put the money into the vnder-
taking he wanted to feel assured; and
what did he do? He applied to the
local authority, the Peppermint Grove
roads board, and an agreement was
drawn up, such as so shrewd a business
man wonld require, between himself and
the roads board, who hound themselves
to certain conditions, and signed the
agreement. by their chairman, Adam
Jameson. Tt was discovered afterwards
that they had signed it without full
anthority, and that the agreement was
nothing. Mr. William Dalgety Moore
then thought, after taking advice, that
his only remedy would be to bring ina
private Bill to secure the £24,000 that
lay buried in the streets of this district,
so that he could utilise it. So far, so
good. This Bill is not a measure to
relieve M. William Dalgety Moore of his
obligations. Now we take a step further.
This gentleman presented a petition
through the member for the district, Mr.
Doherty, and the Assembly in their wis-
dom had a select commitiee appointed,
this committee being a model of whata
committee should be. Two residents of
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the district, who are shrewd business
men (Mr. Doherty and Mr. Horace Sholl)
were members, and there was also a legal
member in the person of Mr. Walter
Hartwell James, who hak interests in the
district, inasmuch as he is building his
own residence there, and he intends to
associate himself entirely with that dis-
trict. On that committee was also Mr.
John Higham. Those gentlemen sat in
committee during October and November,
having seven weeks’ cool weather to
deliberate in, and in addition fo these
advantages they had another. The highest
method the English law possesses to
illnstrate a principle is that of getting
acute minds opposing one another, where.
by both sides are presented, and the
whele thing is thoroughly threshed
out. That course was adopted Dy
this select committee, o gentlemun
learned in the law appearing on each
side, and both views being represented.
The first witness was the police magis-
trate, Mr. Roe, one of the shrewdest and
most unimaginative men I ever came
across, and he gave evidence that the
water was good and served him for his
garden and grounds. Mr. James Grave
described the plant in operation, and no
doubt put the best side forward ; but out
of all evidence came the fact that there
are about 1,000 inhabitants in the dis-
trict. Many of these are gentlemen of
position who have large houses, and can
afiord to sink wells and erect windmills;
but there are also a great number of poor
people who by the exercise of thrift are
purchasing small cottages by instalments,
and who find it utterly beyond their
meaus to sink wells over 90 or 100 feet,
deep, and provide windmills for supply-
ing themselves with water. It is for
these latter, who number over 300, that I
now plead ; and from the two petitions
before the select committee, it appears
that at the present time there are 277
applications for connection with the
service. Mr. Moore cannct, however, see
his way to investing more money
without the security which this Bill
proposes to give, and I have seen a letter
from him to that effect; so that if this
measure be not passed, these people will
be deprived of a supply of water. There
appears no likelihood of an increase of
water from the Darling Range, seeing
that, according to the newspapers, from
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December 2ud to yesterday, the water in
the reservoir there, sunk a foot; and on
the other side of Cottesloe, Fremantle
has a most deficient supply of water,
scarcely wholesome or fit for domestic
use. The chief objector to the Bill is
Mr. O. L. Haines, who takes a great
interest in the district, and who in his
evidence before the select committee,
said : “I say the district does want a
water supply.”

Hox. F. WHiTcoMBE: Go on; finish
the sentence.

How. H, BRIGGS: The witness pro-
ceeded : ““ But by the petition handed in,
the district has never asked for this Bill
to be passed; yet I say the water supply
would be a great convenience to the work-
ing men of the district.” The objections
by that gentleman will be elaborated to-
night by Mr. Whitcombe, in a manner in
which only members of the legal profes-
gion can elaborate, whereas I am simply
telling a plain, unvarnished story.

Hon. F. Warrcomse: Yes; a “story.”

How. H. BRIGGS : Mr. Haines's naine
appears in three separate petitions, a fact
which reminds me of my young and
giddy days when T went to theatres, and
saw a few men impersonate a large army
by the simple expedient of walking off
at one side and re-entering at the other.
Mr. Haines's name appears in the petition
of the ratepayers, and also in that of the
Buckland Hill Roads Board.

Hon. F. WaircomBe: Mr. Haines's
name does not appear in the petition of
the Buckland Hill Roads Board.

Hox. H. BRIGGS : I was led to that
belief by the gentleman’s remarks; and,
Mr. Hamnes is the whole source of the
objections to the measure. He spoke of
the waterworks as a boon to the district,
and his whole argument hefore the select
committee was that the water supply
shonld be provided through the roads
board. He advocated a clause in the
Roads Board Act giving the board the
necessary power, and offered to become
responsible, as a member of the roads
board, for an undertaking that WMr.
Moore would then be given the permission
he now seeks. Mr. Haines simply wants
to drive with what the farmers call a
“short rein ;”’ but dr. Moore has more
eonfidence in the laws of his country, and
now appeals to the Legislative Council,
ashe appealed to the Legislative Assembly,
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where the matter was threshed out. The |
select committee did not swallow the .
evidence blindly, but amended Clauses
1to 20, and added 10 new rlauses, and
to the report of the committee I direct
the attention of hon. members. It is not -
verbose, but comes to the point, and reads
as follows :

The select committee to whom the Pepper-
mint Grove, Cottesloe, and Buckland Hill
Water Supply (Private) Bill was referred have
considered the Bill, and agreed to recommmend
the same to the Assembly in its amended form.
The chief reason for the recommendation of |
the select committee is the fact that so many
of the smaller householders of the districts
affected (who comprise the great majority of
the inhabitants) require an immediate water
supply —a supply which is at present available
to the more wealthy property holders of the
districts (whe have windmiils and wells of |
their own), but which is unobtainable by the
people possessed of smaller means.

In the Legislative Assembly the only
doubt raised was by the member for the
Murray (Mr. George), who wanted to Le ‘
assured there would be no legal monopoly |
conferred ; and Mr. George having been |
satisfied by a member of the select com-
mittee, the Bill passed without comment |
or discussion. Mr. Moore felt sure the
Bill would meet with no opposition in the
Council ; but now to-night we have seen
three petitions in the hands of Mr.
Whitcombe, who, however, has no con-
nection with the district and knows
nothing about.it. If the ratepayers and
residents have a grievance, and do not
desire the Bill, they should surely seek
a remedy through their Parliamentary
representatives. I will now pass to the
Bill, though I do not think it necessary
to say much about it. The preamble sets
out the powers to be granted to Mr.
Moore and his assignees, and as Mr.
Moore iz advanced in years, and is now
in another colony, thatis only a necessary
precantion. Then we have the short title,
with the interpretation clause, followed
by Clause 3, defining the locality in which
the Bill will operate. Then we come to
the power to open streets, but mnot to
enter on private lands without consent.
Clause 5 is one of the vital parts of the
Bill, providing that the consent of the
local authorities must first be obtained
and plans lodged. The local authorities
at present consist of roads boards, but if
the district develops, there may be a
municipality in the future, and the neces-
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sary powers will all be ready, Theclause
reads: :

It shall not be lawful for the proprietor to
exercise any of the powers or privileges con-
ferred by the preceding section until he shall
bave first deposited with the local authority a
plan or plans setting forth the extent to which,
and the manner in which, the propriator pur-
poses to exercise such powers and the works
he proposes to carry out, and unless, and until
he shall have received the consent in writing
of the local antherity so to do, which consent
may not be given, as such local authority in

- its absolute Qiseretion thinks fit; provided

that in cases of emergency arising from acci-
dents to, or defects in any of the works already
laid, such accidents or defects may be vepaired
without previous notice, so that such notice is
given ag soon as possible after the beginning
of the work, or the necessity for the same has
arisen.

It will be seen the local authority has
every control. Clause 6 provides that no
street shall be opened unless under the
superintendence of the local authority,
and streets, when opened must be repaired,

. while the local authority may require a

deposit when a street is broken, und when
the latter is done without notice or delay
oceurs in reinstating, expenses occasioned
may be recovered. Everything, it will be
seen, refers back to the local authority, as
the body which has the control. The
proprietor must make compensation for
any damage done; but I will not weary
the Council by gomg through the neces-
sary clauses which appear in every water
Bill. Clause 29 is the only clanse on
which the members of the House will
desire to be assured. The clause reads:
Nothing in this Act contained shall confer
upon ot vest in the proprietor any exclusive
right to supply water within the limits of this
Act, por in any way prejudice or affect the
right of any local authority or any body
corporate or other person in any district
affected by this Act to obtain a supply of water
from elsewhere, or to entitle the proprietor to
claim any compensation, should similar rights
and privileges be conferred upon any other
person; and as regards all such matters, the
rights of the local authorities shall be in all
regpects the same as if this Act had not been
passed; and the local anthority may them.
selves lay or grant to any other person the
right to lay mains and pipes above, below, or
alongside those of the proprietor, .

Some comment has been made on the
phrase, “similar vights and privileges
be conferred.” It has been said the
local authority have no rights or
privileges, and, perhaps, they have not
except those created by the Act, namely,
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the power of confrol, and of recovering

penalties. That point, however, will come
up for consideration later, and I only
speak now as a layman to people who
understand plain English. If the local
authority have no rights, *“ out of nothing
nothing comes,” so they cannct lose;
and Clause 29 surely means that should
any individual, company, or corporation
propose to supply the distriet with water,
their offer may be accepted in the place
of that of Mr. Moore, the whole thing
being purtly voluntary.
whether I mentioned that at the present
time the price of water is ls. a week for
cottages, and 2s. per 1,000 gallons by
meter for larger dwellings, though by
special arrangement with those who use
large quantities, the price may be reduced
to ls. per 1,000. Hon. members per-
haps know more about the Bill than
T do. I can only reassert that it is
not said that the water is not good. Tk
18 not the best of water in the land, but
Mr. Mann, the Government Analyst,
when he analysed the water some time
ago said it was hetter than the water
from the wells at Claremont, and was fit
for domestic consumption.

Hon. F. WaITcoMBE: Where is the
analysis P

Honv. H. BRIGGS: It was =sent to
Claremont.

Hor. F. WrarrcomBe : That is no use
to us: it should have been sent here.

Hoxn. H. BRIGGS : These people have
no other probable means of getting a
water supply for some years to come, and
it will be a great affhetion if they are
deprived of wusing this means which
private enterprise has brought almost to
their very doors.

How. W. T. LOTON (Central): T
desire to say a few words in support of
the second reading of this Bill. Iam not
completely conversant with the matter,
but, after reading the petitions and the
evidence taken before the select com-
mittee of another place, I have come to
the conclusion that there are a number of
people in the district who desire a supply
of water at the present time, and this is
the only source available to a number of
these people. The member who has
moved the second reading has explained
the Bill very fully, and as far as I can
see, the inhubitants of the localities to be
served have every protection against
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monopoly. In Clause 5 it is clearly and
distinctly laid down that people have a

~ right to refuse to take water from the

proprietor. Unless the consent of the
local wuthority can be obtained the work
canunot be proceeded with, the words of
the clause are:

It shall not be lawful for the proprietor o
exercise any of the powers or privileges con-

. ferred by the preceding section until he shall

have first deposited with the local authority a

. plan or plans setting forth the extent to

which, and the manner in which, the pro-
prietor purposes to exercise such powers and
the works he purposes to carry out, and
unless and until he shall have received the
consent in writing of the local anthority so to
do, which consent may or may not be given,
as such local anthority in its absolute discre-
tion thinks fit: Provided that in cases of
emergency arising from accidents tu, or
defects in any of the works already laid, such
accidents or defects may be repaired without
previous notice, so that such notice is given
a3 00N as possible after the beginning of tbe
work, or the necessity for the same has arisen.
The local authority in these particular
districts are the rvads boards who are
elected by the residents, therefore they
represent the residents, and if the resi-
dents do not desire the work, all they
have to do is to prove to the local
authority that it is not desirable to be
proceeded with. As to monopoly, it is
clearly laid down in Clause 29 that there
can be no monopoly under the Bill. If
in the future some other person obtains
a right to supply water, it may be said
the proprietor of the Osborne works
having obtained the first privilege, there
would not be room for competition, at
any rate for some time to come. Here
again the local residents are protected,
because a maximum price beyond which
the rate cannot be charged is fixed. The
price cannot exceed 2s. per 1,000 gallons,
which is the price paid in Perth. I
question whether the people of Perth get
a more pure water than can be obtained
at Claremont, because one-third of the
water which is supplied to the citizens of
Perth does not come from the reservoir,
but from the bores.

Tee ConoNisLl SECRETARY: The pump-
ing keeps me awake at night.

How. H. Bricas: And if you swallow
the water it keeps yon awake in the
meorning.

Horx. W. T. LOTON: This is a
reasonable Bill, and I see no objection to
it.
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Hex. J. E. RICHARDSON (North) :
T desire to say a few words in support of
the Bill. T bave nof very much to say,
as Mr. Briggs has put the matter very
ably before the House. I was quite
astonished this afternoon to hear that
petitions were to be presented against the
Bill. It seems to me rather late in the
day to present petitions against this
measure.

How. . WarTcoMBE : Two days after
the Bill is introduced.

Hown. J. E. RICHARDSON : The Bill
has passed another place, and has been
considered by a select committee. Had
it not been for an unfortunate oversight,
the Bill would have been passed some
time ago, and we should not have heard
about the petitions at all. The member
in charge of the Bill in another place
neglected to get some member here to
take charge of the measure. I have been
using this water for the last five years,
and 1t is good potable water; it 18 u bib
bard, but that does not matter muoch.
My household have been using this water
and doing all the washing with it during
the summer, and I have been drinking
the water myself for five years.

How. F. WHiTcoMBE: You
look too well on it.

Hon. J. E. RICHARDSON : I do not
feel any harm from it. I use the water
in my garden for watering the flowers.

Hox. C. E. DeMpsTeR : Does it answer
well for that purpose ?

How. J. E. RICHARDSON: It is a
bit hard, that is all. It is better water
than we can get from the bore in Wel-
lington Street.
of the Bill is that no concession is asked,
only the right to lay the pipes down, and

do not
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One of the great points .

I think the Bill is hedged round with .

safeguards to the local bodies. Clause

29 protects the inhabitants. I have great .

pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Hown. D. McXAY (North): From what |

I learn of the Bill it deserves the support

of the House ; it does not ask to establish
any undue advantage for any one, it only
geeks to recoup a certain person for an
outlay which bhe thought he was justified
in wmaking under certain circumnstances,
T have much pleasure in supporting the
measure.

Hown. ¥. WHITCOMBE (Central) : T

move the adjournment of the debate. The .

|
|
|
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and we have not had reasonable time to
consider the measure. \

How, C. E. DEMPSTER (East}: I
second the motion; I do not see there is
apy necessity to hurry this Bill through
the House. Members should have an
opportunity of considering it.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE: 1 must say
that I do not think it at all right that a
private Bill of this vature should be
brought forward at the tail.end of the
session, and rushed through the House
on practically the last day which it could
come before us, more particularly as it
interferes with the interests of the people
living west of Osborne, in the Cottesloe and
Peppermint Grove districts. It is a Bill
which should not receive the support
of the House, except after the very
greatest consideration, and it does not
appear to me to be a measure that has
been asked for Ly the people proposed to
be served by the water. The House has
been told that the petitions against the
Bill were put into the hands of a wember
having no interest in the district. I would
like to explain that I simply took the
place of Mr. Crowder, who is indisposed.
The petitions were placed in that hon.
member's hands, all the correspondence
in reference to the matter was addressed
to him, and the maps and particulars are
in that member’s possession. That is an
additional reason why I asked that the
debate should be adjourned so that T
should have a reasonable amount of time
to make myself fully acquainted with the
Bill. We must not lose sight of the fact,
although the Bill is being opposed by a
member wha has no interests in the dis-
trict to be served, no member could be
found when the Bill was brought into
this House to take charge of it. No one
was enthusiastic enough to take the
measure in hand.

How, D. K. Conanon : It was through
want of arrungement.

Hoxn. F. WHITCOMBE: Members
cculd not have taken mueh interest in the
measure nof te know that it was coming
down from another place. As to the
history of the Bill, we have had an able
discourse from Mr. Briggs, but he was
very careful to give no dates and no par-
ticulars which have a bearing on the case,
It is all very well to say, too, that Mr.

Bill was only. brought down yesterday, | Moore applied to the Peppermint Roads
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Board and received an ugreement from the
chairman of that board, but the corres- .
pondence was with Mr. James Grave, and
was not signed by Dr. Jameson at all.
Shortly after the agreement was signed,
the position of chairman of the roads
board became vacant, Dr. Jameson being
appointed. Dr. Jameson informed Mr.
Grave that the board had no right to
enter into an agreement with him to lay
the pipes, and that his only course was to
obtain a private Bill from Parliament.
Since then £24,000 has been expended, so
we are told, and Parliament is called upon
to interfere and protect a man from his
own foolish expenditure; an expenditure
which was entered into knowing that he
had no legal right to carry out the work
which he was undertaking. We have no
right to protect him. If this work had
been done under colour of agreement
entered into with the local rvads board,
this gentleman might have a right to
come to Parliament for protection, but
his statement shows that he entered into
the work after the consent of the board
had been received and an intimation being
made to him that the consent was an
illegal contract, and could not be carried
out. At that time Mr. Grave had not
put the pipes under the roads, therefore
he has no right to come to Parliament
for protection, but the appeul is not made
by Mr. Grave, but lus assignee, Mr.
Dalgety Moore.

Hon. H. Brioos: The owner.

How. F. WHITCOMBE : The owner;
ke was then the backer of Mr. Grave, and
knew the circumstances surrounding the
case, and the works were subsequently
transferred to Mr. Moore. We have no
right to carry the power of Parliament so
far as to reimburse a man for losses made
with his eves open. We shall next have
a Bill introduced by members from the
North to compensate them for cattle lost
on the Doats coming down here, or
for the loss of cattle in dry seasons.
There would be just as much reason in
having an application from people in the
northern province as in having this

[COUNCITL. ]

application from Moore-cum-Grave.
Hox. H. Briscs: Not Moore-cum- |
Grave, but Mr. William Dalgety Moore.
Hon. F. WHITCOMBE: People |
know more than Mr. Briggs has informed |
them. Alr. Moore has a son who is a
registered attorney in this colony, but .

Water Supply Bill.

the whole of the application in this
matter has been made by James Grave,

~or by James Grave as the agent for

Moore. No authority has been brought
forward which does not show Mr. James
Grave is mauager, and it is curious that
a thing of this importance should be
brought before Parhament, and not be
brought by the legal attorney of the
applicant, or sc-called applicant. As to
the select committee, hon. members have
only to look at the report to see what
that committee was. The select commit-
tee consisted of five members, and it held
three meetings, four members being
present at one, four at another, and three
when the report was drawn up.

Horx. H. J. Saunvpers: A good aver-
age; an exceptional committee.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE : Only three
were present when the report was drawn
up; and look at the three. I think it is
a fair assumption, in view of the facts,
that this application is being made more
in the interest of Mr. Grave than that of
any other person.

Hox. C. E. Demprsrer: No.

. Hon. D. McKav: In the interests of
Justice.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE : Yes; I
suppose that iz the jdea some hon.
members have about justice. I ven-
ture to predict that if the House
lend themselves to this transaction and
indorse the applications that have been
made, we shall, before many months have
passed, find that the « Peppermint Grove-
Cottesloe concession ' has been floated on
the London market for £150,000 or there-
abonts.

Hon. C. E. Dempsrer : The Bill has
been approved by the Assembly.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: Ai{ the
latter part of the session. We know how
much attention is paid to a measure at
the latter part of the session.

Hox. H. J. S8auxpErs: There was a
committee, s0 the matter must have been
attended to.

Hown. F. WHITCOMBE: ZEspecially
when there is a long session, and a
matter comes along with many important
measures, it ought to be shelved. We
ought not o have a Bill thrust upon us
in the last ome or two days of the
session, and to be asked to force it
through in the interests of one or two
persons.
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Hown. H. J. Saunpers: It is for the |
general good. i
Hon, F. WHITCOMBE: If the Bill
were half as well-known as the so-called
facts Mr. McKay refers to, I donot think :
it would last long in Committee. We |
have heard a great deal about the
disgraceful way in which Bills are drawn, !
and having looked at this measure I |

cannot complinent the author.

How. C. E. DemMpsTER: It seems well
safeguarded.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE: If hon.
members will lock into the Bill, they will

see the safeguards are quite phantas- [

mal.

Howv. J. E. RicEARD3ON:
29.

Hoxn. F. WHITCOMBE: Clause 29
is no safeguard at all. That clause gives
no power to the local body to interfere.
It does nothing whatever exeept con-
serve the rights of the local authorities
under this Bill, but the local authorities
bave no rights which can be affected
by this measure. At the present time
the local authorities have no power
to enter into contracts or grant rights
for any kind of connection to be made
under their roads or across them. Clause
29 is misleading in its nature, and
is inserted with the evident intention of
misleading, inasmuch asg it appears to
safeguard things which do not exist.
When giving attention to Clause 29, hon.
members may also remember that the
clause was not recommended by the select
committee, whose labours hon. members
were so ready to eulogise, but it is a
separate clause drawn afterwards by the
* chairman of that select committee, to
better carry out the interests of the per-
sons affected. If hon. members wish to
see whether there is a monopoly in the
Bill, they will find that if the Bill comes
into effect there will be no obligation on
the part of Mr. Moore or bhis assigns to
curry a pipe branching from the main to
the footpath nearest to the building of an
occupier or owner requiring water to be
laid on. Thereis no obligation upon him
with regard to fittings. He has an abso-
lute monopoly in that respect, and there
is no resiriction with regard to the
amounts he may charge for fittings.

Howx. D. McKav: In ne case can
more than 2s. per 1,000 gallons be

Clause
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charged.
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Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : That is for
the water, but the cost of fittings may
go to the extent of £200.

Hox. C. E. Dempeter: No one is
obliged to take the water under that
Bill.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE : You make
the arrangements to get the water, and
then you cannot use it except by means
of special instruments used by the con-
tractor, for which he can charge what
he likes. The same difficulty occurs
in relation to the gasworks, and also
I believe with regard to the water.
works in Perth, und so astute a
gentleman as Mr. Grave is not likely to
lose the opportunity of making up for
the loss he expects on the charge for
water by the profit he will receive on the
fittings. That iz where the danger of
monopoly comes in.  Under this Bill the
only way in which the local body can
exercise power in regard to what are
called the present works is indicated in
these words :

Provided that in cases of emergency arizing
from accidents t0 or defects in any of the
works already laid, such nccidents or defects
may be repaired without previous notice.

1 think “defects” will not be beld to
cover an insufficiency of water, and if the
main as at present laid down prove in-
sufficient to carry the water required by
the whole of the districts, the contractor
cannot be compelled to lay down other
mains. He has a concession entitling
bim: te supply a huge district of which
the population is increasing week Dy
week, we are told, and whose requirements
are extending with the growth of popu-
lation—egpecially the requirement of
water. There will bean increased demand
for water from time to time, but a suf-
ficient supply will not be forthcoming,
because the workings already laid down
are insufficient for such supply, and,
as I suy, the local body cannot compel
the contractor to enlarge them. No
provision is ‘made as to the size of the
mam to Dbe laid, and as to what is to be
the extent of the service provided. You
are giving a concession to a man who
started with a 2.inch main. The main
running through the streetsisa 2-inch
pipe, which you cannot compel the con-
tractor to remove or to enlarge. If you
are going to supply the whole district
from Claremont to Cottesloe, down
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to the Beach, you will want something | two roads boards and 174 ratepayers of

more than a 2.inch pipe; yet, as I
say, there is no obligation on the
contractor to make any such pro-
vision. The contractor may be pro-

the district. These petitions ought to
have weight, and impress on hon. mem.

" bers the desirability of referring the Bill

hibited from doing certain things, but °
. Briggs, after the firm stand he took as to

there is nothing to compel him to do
what I refer to. The monopoly, or rather
the implied monopoly, will be introduced
in this way. Assuming the present con-
tractor lays a service extending over half
the district proposed, or through that
portion where the greatest consumption
may be, although he may only serve one
half of the residents, it will be found
practically impossible for any other per-

son to take up the work of supplying the !

other part.
Tre CorowNiaL SECrRETARY: It is a
matter of business.

Hoxn. F. WHITCOMBE: It may bea
matter of business, but until the popula-
tion in this part of the world gets as
dense as that of London, it is not at all
likkely vou will find two opposing com-
panies seeking to supply a water service
m one district. In view of the fuct that
there is to be a supply to Fremantle
which musf necessarily pass through —

How. H. J. SaunDeERS: We have a
supply.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : We will call
it an extended supply to Fremantle,
which must pass through or over the dis-
trict referred to in this Bill. I do not
think it, would be right for the House to
confer this monopoly, as it would be on
an individual, in order to save himn from

pecuniary loss oceasioned by his own

spontaneous act or folly, or into which he
may have been tricked.

Tae Coronial SecrErary: Would
the hon. member refer to Clause 307

Howv. F. WHITCOMBE: In reply to
the Colonial Secretary, I do not see that
Clause 30 bears on what T was saying as
to the monopoly, because the clause
merely reserves to the Grovernment the
power of granting authority to others,
I have said all I propose to ‘'say on iy
own account, on the second reading. but
seeing 1 represent Mr. Crowder, I perhaps
ought-to say something for him. I draw
attention to the fact that, although the
Bill was only introduced into the Couneil
yesterday, there have been petitions
presented against it by representatives of

to the vote of the people who will be
affected by it. I am surprised that Mr.

the desirability of the referendum in a
matter of no greater relative importance
than this, should now advocate the
higl;}l-ha,nded policy represented by the
Rill.

Hox. H. Brigas: 1 rise to order.
This is not & question of the referendum,
but a question of waterworks.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: 1 am sub-
mitting that the Bill should have been
referred to the vote of the people of the
distriet; but the measure has Deen
brought in at a time when it is impossible
to get a proper vote, and I do not
suppose hon. members will pay auy
more consideration to the arguments
I have brought forward against the
second reading than they did to the
arguments I submitted on a previous
occasion, against the action of a rude
majority in sanctioning public works
which are not wanted.

Hor. F. M. STONE (North): I am
largely interested in this district, and I
contend there is absolutely no monopoly
conferred by the Bill. If there were a
monopoly conferred, I should be the last
person to vote in favour of the measure;
but I hope the second reading will be
passed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and, on motion by CoroniaL SEckE-
TARY, read a first time,

PATENTS, DESIGNS, AND TRADE
MAREKS BILL.

ASSEMEBLY'S MESSAGE.
The Legislative Assembly having dis-
agreed to certain amendments made by
the Council, the reasons for the same

. were considered.

Tere COLONIAL SECRETARY

_ moved that the Council’s amendments

. to insist on the amendments.

be not insisted on.
How. F. M. STONE asked the House
Mr. Burt
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and Mr. James {in the Assembly) were
perhaps better acquainted with the patent
laws of the colony than any other mem.-
bers of the Assembly, seeing that for
the last eighteen nonths they had been
gpecially studying these laws in connec-
tion with a very important case in the
Bupreme Court ; and both these gentlemen
spoke as strongly as they could against
the insertion of this “novelty” clause.
Nothwithstanding the opinions expressed
by these legal gentlemen, the Attorney
General, about whose knowledge of the
subject nothing would be said, now in-
sisted, for some reason or other, on the
retention of the clause. He (Hon. F. M.
Stone) was a patent agent for some eight
or ten years, and had some knowledge of
the subject; and he felt sure this
“novelty” clause would not work, and
that, under it, the Government really
guaranteed nothing. The Government
guaranteed that u patent was novel, while
at the same time the patent could he
upset the next day, on the ground that it
was not novel. It had been said that the
officers of the Patent Office were in favour
of this clause, but he knew they were
strongly against it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : This
Bill had been discussed almost ad nausean
in the House, and the alternative to not
insisting on the amendment was that the
Bill would lapse. Reference had heen
made o speeches in the other House;
and while he did not like to impute any
wrong or dichonourable motives to any
hon. member, there was a strong opinion
held by a practical man, who understood
the subject from a business point of view,
and the expression of that opinidn might
be said to bave influenced the Assembly
in deciding to send the Bill back to the
Couneil.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . B
Noes ... ... 6
Majority against ... 3
AYES. NoEes.
Houn, G, E, Dempater Hon, W, T, Lotoa
Hon. G. Randell Hon. D. MuKni\lr
Hon, D, K, Congdon Hon. J. E, Richardson

(Tollar), Hon, H. J. Saunders
Hon, F. M, Stone
Hon, W. Spencer (Teller).

Question thus negatived, and the
amendments insisted on.
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Pearl Dealers Bill. 2095

BEER DUTY AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READINQ.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
{(Hon. . Randell), in moving the second
reading, said: This Bill proposes to amend
some defects in the principal Act, inas-
much as the officers under the Act have
fuiled to secure convictions in consequence
of the interpretation placed on Sections
17 and 18. Section 17 says:

Every person who shall open any vessel to
which a stamp is affixed shall, when doing so,
et guch stamp into two or more pieces at the
time of such opening, and if any person refuges
or neglects 80 to do he shall be guilty of an
offence aginat this Act for each wessel in
respect of which there is any such refusal or
negléct.

And Section 1R says:

Whenever any person withdraws or aids in

the withdrawal of any beer from any vessel
containing the same without deatroying or
defacing the stamp affixed thereon, or know-
ingly withdrawa or aids in the withdrawal of
any beer from any vessel upon which the
proper stamp has not heen affixed, or on which
a false or frandulent stamp, or & stamp which
hae previously been used, is affixed, he shall
be guilty of an offence against this Act.
The ways of men and vice are beyond con-
ception. Thesesectionsappear to beexplicit
enough, but they do not meet the case,
and where an offence has been committed
by the servant of an employer it has been
held that the master is not responsible.
This Bill seeks to impose the responsi-
bility on the employer, very nghtly,
because an employer mav instruet his
servant to0 do certain things and then
repudiate the liability. I do not think I
need say any more than to move the
second reading of the Bilk.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

PEARL DEALERS LICENSING BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
{Hon. G. Randell), in moving the
second reading, said: I have to acknow-
ledge that I know very little about
thiz Bill. It was only placed in my
hands & short time ago, and I have
received no instructions from anybody
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about the Bill; but the measure provides,
in the first place, for licenses and penal-

[ASSEMBLY.]

}

ties for purchasing pearls without a

license.

Clause 4 provides for a state-

ment by the clerk of the Resident Magis-

trate of the name and residence of every

person to whom a pearl dealer’s license is
granted, or who obtains a renewal thereof.
This has to be reported from time to
time to the Inspector of Fisheries, who
receives notice that a fresh license has
heen issued to such licensee. Clause 6
provides:

Every sergeant of police, and every mewber

of the police force nuthorised in that behalf in
writing under the hand of a Resident Magis-
trate or the hands of any two justices of the
peace, may, at any time on a business day,
enter the place of business of a person holding
a pearl dealer’s license, or other the place
where his pear]l purchase book is, and may
inspect and make extracts from such book;
and every person resisting or impeding such
inspection or extracting shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act.
Clause 7 provides a general penalty.
Clanse 8 provides that the Governor
shall, as soor as practicable after the
passing of the Bill, declare by notfice in
the (Gazetle any seaport in the colony to
be a place where the pearl fishery is
carried on, and no license shall be granted
except at some such place. Clause 9
enables the Glovernor to make regulations
for carrying the Bill into effect. Although
it seems that this Bill may have the
effect of preventing any person who may
be a casnal visitor along the coast dealing
in pearls, still T may tell hon. members
the evil has grown in the North-West to
such ap extent on the part of the Malays
that it is desirable that Parliament should
pass a Bill to prevent what is reported to
be a verv mischievous procedure on the
part of these people. Tthink we shall not
find that many people travel up and down
the coast to purchase the pearls. I move
the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

SUPREME COURT, SITE FOR BUILDING.
REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tue COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
(. Randell) moved that the report of the
select committee, in reference to the site
for the Supreme Court buildings, be
agreed to.
Question put and passed.

Billiard Saloon Bars.

ADJOURNMENT.,
PROROGATION ARRANGEMENTS.

TRECOLONIALSECRETARY moved
that the House at its rising do adjourn
until half-past four to-morrow.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: Did the
Colonial Secretary propose to sit on
Saturday or Monday ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : We
should be able, he believed, to get through
the business to-morrow, and the proroga-
tion could take place on Saturday. The
other section of the Legislature intended
sitting to-morrow at half-past seven, for
the transaction of merely formal business ;
and as we should be able to get through
the business now before the House, the
prorogation might safely be predicted to
take place on Saturday.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 10-20 o'clock
until the next day.

Begislutibe Assembly,
Thursday, 14th December, 1899.

Questicn: Billiard Saloon Bars, Albany — Question :
ERailway Locomotive Branch—Fire Brigades Amend.-
ment Bill, second reading, in Committee, third read.
ing—Supreme Court, Site for Building, Report—
Electornl, Rill, Council's Amendments—Loan Bill,
£750,000, " Council’s Suggestions (necepted}—Health
Act Amendment Bill, no&ogresa— olice Aot Further
Amendment Bill, withdrawn—Loan Estimates, in
Committee, Statement of Policy, votes passed--
Approprintion Biill, sscond ing, in Committee,
third resding—Motion for Papers: Hussclton Resi.
dent Mayistrote~—Approprintion (ndditignal) Messuge,
in Committes -Menzies-Leonora Railway Bill, all
stoges —Northam.Goomalling Railway Bill, first read
Motion : Collie- Doodlekine Hailway (gropoaul), amend-
ment pnssed —Motion ;: Kimberley distriet, Develop.
ment (proposal), nmendment passed—Adjonrnment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

Pravers,

QUESTION—BILLIARD SALOON BARS,
ALBANY.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (for Mr.

| James) asked the Premier: 1, Whether it



